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Amendment to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application: 



I istina of Claims : 

1 . (currently amended) A stream server apparatus connected to client 
apparatuses and a firewall apparatus for inhibiting a packet from illegally accessing a 
partk^firs±network, said stream server apparatus distributing stream data to said 

client apparatuses and comprising: 

a first interface which transmits and receives a-pa€k^packets_to and from a 
r^vantoneoft he client appafatos-apparatuses viabeJengmg-te the partk^first 
network without uia- passino through t he firewall apparatus, and transmits and 
receives a-paek^packets_to and from another relevant one of the client apparatus 
ap£aiatuses_belonging to a ^r.ond network different from the first network, via the 
fjrgwaij ap paratus and thea second network d i fferent from and without passing 
through t he partieuteffirst network via network t h e firewall app a rat us; 

a second interface which transmits and receives a-paGk^packets_to and from 
the a ™th*r relevant one client apparatus belonging to the-ajhird network, different 
from the partteuta^firsLnetwork via the third network and without v4a -passinq through 
the firewall apparatus or the first network , said second interface being connected to a 

sonnnd w ide area network; 

a stream transport management module which specifies said first interface or 
said second interface in accordance with a network attribute and a type of a 
communication protocol of one of the relevant one client apparatus or the another 
relevant one Hipnt apparatus; and 
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a process module which executes a communication process based on the 
communication protocol relative to the relevant one client apparatus or the another 
relevant one client apparatus v ia the specified interface. 

2. (currently amended) The stream server apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein said process module executes a stream data distribution process based on 
a same communication protocol for both the relevant one of the client apparatus 
apparatuses belonging to the partk*^fjrsLnetwork and the another relevant one of 
the C |ient apparatus apparatuses belonging to the second network different from the 
particu l ar firsinetwork. 

3. (original) The stream server apparatus according to claim 2, wherein said 
communication protocol uses a user datagram protocol. 

4. (currently amended) The stream server apparatus according to claim 1, 
further comprising a control request reception unit which notifies an ID of the 
interface specified by said stream transport management module to the client 

j nppnratus apparatuses . 

5. (currently amended) The stream server apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said stream transport management module specifies said first interface, if 
the^H^a_c]ient apparatus rrftha client apparatuses belongs to the second network 
different from the partk*^fjrst_network for which the firewall apparatus inhibits 
illegal accesses and if the communication protocol includes a reception process of a 
packet on a side of the stream server apparatus. 
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6. (currently amended) The stream server apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said stream transport management module specifies said second interface, 
if the^efrta_client apparatus of the client apparatuses belongs to the second 
network different from the partie^firsLnetwork for which the firewall apparatus 
inhibits illegal accesses and if the communication protocol does not include a 
reception process of a packet on a side of the stream server apparatus. 

7. (currently amended) The stream server apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said stream transport management module specifies said second interface, 
if tegment a client apparatus nf thP rlient apparatuses belongs to the second 
network different from the partteute^firsLnetwork for which the firewall apparatus 
inhibits illegal accesses and if the communication protocol is a stream data 
distributing protocol. 

8. (currently amended) The stream server apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said stream transport management module specifies said first interface, if 
tRe-64iefrta_client apparatus ^ th^ rii^nt apparatuses belongs to the same network as 
a network to which the stream server apparatus belongs. 

9. (currently amended) The stream server apparatus according to claim 4, 

| wherein said control request reception unit notifies the client a^pafa^a^paratuses 
of the ID of the specified interface, said ID being not a local ID distinguishable by the 
partioulaf-firsLnetwork for which the firewall apparatus inhibits illegal accesses but a 
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global ID capable of being translated into the local ID by a network relay apparatus 
en route to the-clie^acKent apparatus requested stream data distribution. 

10. (currently amended) The stream server apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said process module comprises: 

a stream transport processing unit for executing stream data distribution to the 
client appar atuc apparatuses based upon one stream data distribution protocol; and 

a bandwidth management processing unit for executing bandwidth control 
communication based on a control program for controlling a bandwidth of the stream 
data distribution. 

11. (currently amended) A network attached storage system for managing a 
file system and distributing stream data stored in a storage unit to client apparatuses 
via networks, said network attached storage system being connected to the client 
apparatuses and a firewall apparatus for preventing a packet from illegally accessing 
a part i cular fjrst_network and comprising: 

a first interface for transmitting and receiving a-paoket-packete_to and from a 
relevant one of t he client ^^atuA -apparatuses via b elonging to tho p n rt in i hr the 
firslnetwork without involvement of the firewall apparatus and for transmitting and 
receiving a^aek^p^ckets_to and from another relevant one of the client appafates 
apparatuses belonging to a second network, different from the partieuJaffjrst netwofk 
^network, via t he firewall apparatus and the second network and without passing 

through the first network : 

a second interface for transmitting and receiving a^a€k^fiackets_to and from 
the another relevant one client apparatus belonging to th o notwork a third network 
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different from the particular fjrsjnetwork without involvement of the firewall apparatus 
nr the first network , said second interface being connected to a seeortd -wide area 
network; and 

a process module for executing a communication process, via an interface 
identified in accordance with a network attribute and a type of a communication 
protocol of the client apparatus and based on the communication protocol, relative to 
the relevant one client apparatus. 

12. (currently ^onHorn a P rngmm An apparatus co mprising a storage 
medium with a program contained ther e in the program executable to b o o xocuted 
by a stream server apparatus connected to client apparatuses and a firewall 
apparatus which prevents a packet from illegally accessing a par4k*^first_network, 
said stream server apparatus distributing stream data to the client apparatuses and 
comprising a first interface which transmits and receives a-pael^packets_to and 
from a relevant one of the client apparatus -apparatuses viabo l onging to the parties 
first network without involvement of the firewall apparatus and transmits and receives 
a-paekej- oackets t o and from another relev ant one of the client apparatus 
apparatuses belonging to a second network, different from the first network via 
network, via the firewall * PP *rat,.s and the second network without passing through 
the first network , and a second interface which transmits and receives a-paeket 
packets to and from the another relevant one client apparatus belonging to the 
ngfaA/QFk- a third network, d ifferent from the partkH^fireLnetwork. without 
involvement of the firewall ^p^tus or the first network, said second interface being 
connected to a see^wide_aiea_network i -^ said program when executed causing 
the stream server apparatus to perform compr i sing : 
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a stream transport management step of identifying said first interface or said 
second interface in accordance with a network attribute and a type of a 
communication protocol of one of t he relevant one client apparatus or the another 
relevant one client apparatus ; and 

a step of executing a communication process based on the communication 
protocol relative to one of the relevant one c lient apparatus or the another relevant 
one client apparatus via the identified interface. 

13. (new) A stream server apparatus connected to a first client apparatus and 
a second client apparatus and a firewall apparatus for inhibiting a packet from 
illegally accessing a first local area network (LAN), said stream server apparatus 
distributing stream data to the first and the second client apparatuses, comprising: 

a first interface which transmits and receives packets to and from the first 
client apparatus via the first LAN without passing through the firewall apparatus, and 
transmits and receives packets to and from the second client apparatus belonging to 
a second LAN, different from the first LAN, via the firewall apparatus and the second 
LAN without passing through the first LAN; 

a second interface which transmits and receives packets to and from the 
second client apparatus belonging to a third LAN, different from the first LAN, without 
passing through the firewall apparatus or the first LAN, the first and second 
interfaces being connected to the Internet through a router; 

a stream transport management module which specifies said first interface or 
said second interface in accordance with a network attribute and a type of a 
communication protocol of a requesting one of the first and second client 
apparatuses; and 
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a process module which executes a communication process based on the 
communication protocol relative to the requesting client apparatus via the specified 
interface, 

wherein said process module executes a stream data distribution process 
based on a user datagram protocol (UDP) as the same communication protocol both 
for the first and second client apparatuses. 
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